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ENVIRONMENIAL OVERVIEW
PANAMA CANAI EXPANSION PROJECI

Project area

KEY FACTS

Located wrthrn Panama Cana operational areas
Wrl not requrre new rmpoundments or lakes
Wr not d sp ace commLrnrlres or affect productive areas
Has been used In prevrous canal prolects (1914 canal, 1939 thrrd set of locl,s.
Gar lard Cut wrdening. fegrlar dredgrng, and c!rrent modernizatron activitres)

Gatun and Alhaluela lakes (marn sources of potab e water for Panama and Colon
c(res) wll ma niarn the r fresh water condrtron. ACP w I rmplement effrcrency measures
to save water if the new ocks (water savrng basrns). Water supply for the populatron

Turbrdrty and suspencled solrds Increase In ce(arn areas under d redgrng actrvrties wrll
havo a lp-porda d1d o d l  /ed Pl lec l

The prolect wr I not affect pflmary torests, protected areas or a.eas of sctentrf c
Inte rest: secondary loresls may be aftected ard wrll be compensated by protectrng
other areas wth b odrversrtyvalue or by reforestrng w(h nalrve specres. The project
wrl not threalen the exrstence ot any known wrld rfe spec e. W ld |fe rescue measures
wrl iJe taken beiore the prolect starts

Wrllcreale between 35.OOO and 4O.OOOjobs Includrng 7.OOO drrecty related to the
protect. Wrllc.eate nrorelobs resuitrfg from actrvrt es of the martime servrce cluster
M nor drsiurbances lrke traflrc and nose nray temporar ly affect some comm!nities
close to the prolect area durfgcofslruc!on
Poss ble nconvenrences to Infrastructures alfected by the rarsrngof Gatun !ake willbe
a . l p4 ' r a l p r !  m ' r i ga l pd

ACP unde(ook lhree rrrospectrve studres and rdent f ed a pre Co ombran and hrstor cal
srte that w il be salvaged. Drnng constructron. m€asures w ll be raken to prevent the
destfircl on of r-osorrrces of Inlerest

The prolecl could have a posrlve Inrpact on g oba cl mate by help ng reduce carbon
emrss ons srnce (  wr l l  enhance the r lse of  the Panama route,  whrch us€s less fuel  per
ton of cargo than a ternate routes. ACPandNatrona Env ron mental  Authonty (ANA M )
are studyrng the nc us on of the expansron prolect as a clean Development
l4echanrsm (CDN4) ent t ed to Cerlrf ed €m ssrons Reductrons 
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