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-  AN OVERVIEW
DOUBLE fHE CAPACITY OF THE PANAMA CANAI

KEY FACTS

Increase capacrty to meet demand groMh wth enhanced customer service
N4a ntarn the Canal s competrtrveness and the value of the marltime route through

Enhafce Canal productivlty. relrabilly, secufily and efficrency
Increase Canal payments to the Nat onalTreasury

The protecl Inciudes three main componentsi
1. ConstrLrclron of two. thfee-step lock complexes
2. Corstructron of access channels to the new locks, and wden ng and deepeningof

exrstrng nav gatronal channe s
3. Elevatron of Galun Lake to reach rts maxmum operatronal leve
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t;; One lock com plex wr I be ocated on t he Pac irc srde to the southwest of the existrng
lvlrraf ores Locks. The other comp ex wrl be located to ihe east oi th€ exrstrngGatun

Each iock complex will have three leve s or chambers. The configuration will be similar to
the exrstrng Gaiun Locks. The prol€ct wrll create a new lane wrth one lock on each side,
provrdrng a capacrty to hand e vess€ s up to 49 meters (160 feet) wide. 366 mete6 (1,2OO
feet) long and 15 nret€rs (50 feet)deep, or wth a cargo volume of up to 170,000 DWT and
12.000 TEU.

Each ockchamberwrl  have thre€ watersavrng bas ns, which wi l l reuse 60 percentofthe
water n each transr l .  There are a totalol  nrne basrnsfor each of the two lock complexes.
And. a total ot 18 basrns for the entrre prolect. Each water-savrng basin rs approxrmately
70 meters wrde by 5,50 Inete.s deep. The expanded Canal w ll have a rnaxrmum capacrty
of approxrmalely 600 ml|on Panama Canal lons per year.

Lock chambers wr I hJe 427 nretefs (1.4OO feet) long by 55 .neters (18O r€et) wrde, and
18.3 meters (60 feet)deep.

lf the referendum rs approved In 2006, constructron for the project will begrn In 2OO7.
The executron of the prolect wrl lasl up to erght years. between 2OO7 and 2014. The new
rocks wr beopen fortrans( at th-" begrnnrngot 2015.

Ih€ prolecr is estlmated to cost approxrmately S5.25 b1l|on.


